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CML in Our Community 

 
Library Supports Early Childhood Literacy for Columbus Children 

Reading is an essential building block for a child's ability to grow and succeed. Without basic 
reading skills, the world is a frustrating place, hard to understand and with barriers all around. 
Providing children in Columbus with the right tools, experiences and family support to help 
them become proficient readers is a cornerstone of Columbus Metropolitan Library's Young 
Minds strategy. 

CML has long been committed to enriching and supporting childhood literacy throughout the 
Columbus area. Particular need for early literacy support came into focus in 2014 when the 
success of CML as one of the country's best library systems was juxtaposed with continuing 
underperformance by Columbus children in basic literacy. CML set out to make a positive 



impact and has done so by providing programs and support to children and their families in a 
wide variety of ways. 

Learn more about the key initiatives CML focuses on to promote strong reading skill 
development in Columbus children here. 

 

CML Behind the Scenes 

 

 
IFLA World Library and Information Congress Visits Columbus 

IFLA has come and gone but not without positive impact on our libraries and our community. The 
International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) is the leading international 
body representing the interests of library and information services and their users. It's an 
independent, non-governmental, not-for-profit organization with over 1,500 members in nearly 150 
countries. 

Columbus Metropolitan Library joined OCLC and The Ohio State University Libraries, with strong 
support from the City of Columbus, Franklin County and Experience Columbus to bring IFLA to 
Columbus August 13-19, 2016. More than 3,100 IFLA members from nearly 140 countries attended, 
enjoying hundreds of program sessions that provided the opportunity to collaborate, learn new ideas 
and make new connections. Meeting in the Greater Columbus Convention Center as well as area 
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public and school libraries, visitors had the opportunity to tour many of CML’s newly built or 
remodeled branches, including a large reception at Main Library. 

3,100 VISITORS 
IFLA members share many of the same goals and questions, all committed to providing young 
readers access to books and information while they imagine the library of the future. CML staff were 
energized by their interactions with librarians from across the world. “IFLA has created an 
opportunity to ask questions at a global level,“ reflects CML Branch Manager, Candy Princhorn. “My 
conversation with [librarians from] Denmark has helped to enrich my understanding of the role of the 
library's space and reaffirm the strength of CML and the resources around it." 

The IFLA Congress and attendees who spent their time in Columbus brought over $8,000,000 to our 
local economy. We know they left inspired by our busy, beautiful libraries and the impact of CML in 
our community. 

 

FOL in the Branches 

 

 
CML Welcomes Jason Reynolds for Teen Read Week 



In the final week of October, CML hosted Teen Read Week featuring Jason Reynolds, an 
award-winning author of young adult fiction. Visiting six of our urban branches as well as Main 
Library, Jason spoke to nearly 1,100 middle and high school students from throughout Franklin 
County. At each location he shared his own story of becoming a reader and a writer, answered 
questions and signed copies of his books. 

Jason told students that reading and writing gives us a framework for understanding difficult and 
confusing subjects. He challenged them to "make excellence a habit" by committing to its pursuit 
every single day. He thanked them for inspiring him and his work. As he tells it, he calls himself a 
writer "in the same way a professional ball player calls himself an athlete. I practice every day and 
do the best I can to be better at this writing thing, while hopefully bringing some cool stories to the 
world." 

Friends of the Library is proud to support this program. Teen Read Week is a highlight of our annual 
calendar, showcasing our commitment to creating a thriving community where wisdom prevails. The 
reaction to Jason Reynolds was overwhelming, and we know our teens learned a lot from his story. 

 

Get Involved 

 

 

Volunteer to be a Reading Buddy 



One of the best and most rewarding ways to support CML's commitment to literacy is to volunteer as 
a Reading Buddy. You'll have the opportunity to read with a child one hour per week to help them 
develop a love of reading while building crucial skills. 

Students from kindergarten through 3rd grade come to the library after school to meet with their 
buddy. Books chosen by the library staff are available for the child and his/her buddy to select. 
Questions provided to guide the buddy ensure that the reading experience is meaningful. 

It's also a lot of fun! 

APPLY TO VOLUNTEER  

 

Get Involved 

 
In case you missed the latest news about Columbus Metropolitan Library, here are links to some 
stories to keep you up to date. 

Great Libraries Create Campaign 

CML celebrated the end of the largest capital campaign in its history, the opening of two more 
branches and more still to come: 

Editorial: Central Ohio is a generous community 

The Columbus Dispatch November 14, 2016 

Wait over: New branch opens Sept. 24 

This Week Community News      September 21, 2016 

Library will triple in size at Hickory Chase 

This Week Community News October 13, 2016 

CML Supports Student Literacy and Learning 

CML creates community partnerships to encourage reading and learning among our youngest 
citizens: 

Book Drive 

Columbus Parent      August 23, 2016 
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Columbus Metropolitan Libraries offering "Books for Breakfast" 

NBC4i August 8, 2016 

CML Welcomes Special Events: 

Available Light Theatre workshop's goal is to connect diverse population 

The Columbus Dispatch October 27, 2016 

Sol-Con brings marginalized comic creators to center of attention 

Columbus Alive October 13, 2016 

Big Table group brainstorms on bullying, justice 

This Week Community News September 2, 2016 

 

Stay Connected 

 

Find us online and like us on Facebook.  
Friends of the Columbus Metropolitan Library 
Columbus Metropolitan Library 
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